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Detailed Action 

In response to the amendment filed on 1 1/06/2007, Claims 1-25, 38-47 are pending in 
this office action. Claims 26-37 and 48-49 are cancelled. This office action is made 
Non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined. in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of thiis subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. / 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 14-16, 18-19, 39-40 and 44-47 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Melker et al. (US Patent No. 6,535,714). 

Regarding claims 1 and 14 Melker discloses a method for providing instruction on the 
use of medical device to a user computer, the method comprising: receiving a request 
for instruction on the use of a medical device over a network, the request originating 
from the user computer (col. 2, lines 62-63; col. 4, lines 14-20); providing a first 
graphical user interface having a list of instructional topics associated with the medical 
device to the user computer in response to the request (Figure 3, col. 3, lines 12-20); 
providing a second graphical user interface with a list of instructional sub-topics 
associated with an item on the list of instructional topics to the user computer (col. 6, 
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lines 48-51) in response to receiving a request for the item on the list of instructional 
topics from the user computer (Figure 3); providing a plurality of instructional graphical 
user interfaces having instructions pertaining to an item on the list of instructional sub- 
topics to the user computer in response to receiving a request for the item on the list of 
the instructional sub-topics from the user computer (col. 6, lines 56-57), at least one of 
the first, second and plurality of instructional graphical user interfaces including at least 
one interactive simulation object with which interaction simulates operating controls or 
device instruments of the medical device (col. 6, lines 5-19); and generating a feedback 
in response to interacting with the interactive simulation object indicating (i) whether a 
particular interaction is appropriate under given conditions (col. 7, line 50-64); and (ii) 
the correctness on the use of the medical device (col. 6, lines 61-63). Also, as in claim 
14, Melker discloses that the system further comprises a server and communications 
network (col. 5, lines 50-54). 

Regarding claims 2, 15, Melker discloses that the medical device could be an automatic 
external defibrillator (col. 8, lines 47-52). 

Regarding claims 4, 18, Melker discloses providing audio output in the interactive 
training (col. 5, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claims 5 and 19, Melker discloses providing linear (i.e., through any chosen 
presentation) and non-linear (i.e., through the menus and for additional remediation as 
necessary) navigation from at least one of the graphical user interfaces to another of the 
graphical user interfaces (col. 6, lines 56-57; col. 7, lines 18-23; col. 7, line 64 - col. 8, 
line 4). 
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Regarding claim 16, Melker discloses that the network is an Internet or Intranet (Figure 
1). 

Regarding claims 44-47, Melker discloses that the interactive simulation object 
comprises a medical device control object (col. 5, lines 15-22) that can be a medical 
device first aid instrument object (see col. 8, examples). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-7, 8-13, 20-22, 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Melker in view of Ramshaw et al. (US Patent No. 5,791,907). 

Regarding claims 6, 20, Melker does not expressly disclose that the instructional 
information in each of the plurality of instructional graphical user interfaces includes a 
text description of the one or more operational steps pertaining to the selected item on 
the list of instructional sub-topics. However, Ramshaw teaches a medical device 
instruction system that provides a description for each device in a set of devices 
available, as well as providing text descriptions of step-by-step procedures in using the 
devices (Figures 5 and 8; col. 10, lines 43-49; col. 11, lines 61-64). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate the text 
feature into the system of Melker in order to add clarity to the procedure steps, since a 
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video clip or image alone may not place enough emphasis on essential aspects of the 
procedure steps. Furthermore, regarding claims 7, 21, Ramshaw teaches providing still 
images illustrating the text description of the operational step (col. 11, lines 54-59) and 
regarding claims 9, 23, Ramshaw teaches that along with the text describing the 
procedural step, a video of the step may also be presented (col. 11, lines 60-61). 
Regarding claims 10 and 24, Melker teaches that instructions are provided based on the 
order in which the one or more procedural steps should be performed (col. 7, lines 54- 
59; lines 64-67). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 25, Melker discloses that the medical device could be an 
automatic external defibrillator (col. 8, lines 47-52). 

Regarding claims 8, 12-13, and 22, Melker discloses providing an interactive animation 
illustrating the text description of the operational steps, wherein user interaction is 
required for the animation (col. 6, lines 3-19). 

Claims 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
IVIelker in view of Mukai et al. (US 6,126,450). 

Regarding claim 38, Melker discloses providing providing a first graphical user interface 
having a list of instructional topics associated with the medical device to the user 
computer in response to the request (Figure 3, col. 3, lines 12-20); providing a second 
graphical user interface with a list of instructional sub-topics associated with an item on 
the list of instructional topics to the user computer (col. 6, lines 48-51) in response to 
receiving a request for the item on the list of instructional topics from the user computer 
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(Figure 3) and generating a feedback in response to interacting with the interactive 
simulation object indicating (i) whether a particular interaction is appropriate under given 
conditions (col. 7, line 50-64); and (ii) the correctness on the use of the medical device 
(col. 6, lines 61-63). Melker does not specifically disclose a medical device control 
object simulating a control of the medical device. However, Mukai discloses a medical 
simulator system comprising storage means for storing virtual model information and 
control means for controlling a condition of a simulated medical treatment which is 
virtually carried out by the operator (See Col. 3, 10-24). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at to incorporate the features of Mukai's 
invention into the system and method of Melker in order to enable the medical trainees 
to interact with the system in a more realistic environment. 

Regarding claim 39, Melker discloses that the medical device could be an automatic 
external defibrillator (col. 8, lines 47-52). 

Regarding claim 40, Melker discloses providing audio output in the interactive training 
(col. 5, lines 25-27). 

Claims 41-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Melker in view of Mukai et al. (US 6,126,450) further in view of Ramshaw (US 
5791907). 

Regarding claim 41 , Melker/Mukai does not specifically disclose text description of one 
or more operational steps. However Ramshaw discloses a medical device instruction 
system that provides a description for each device in a set of devices available, as well 
as providing text descriptions of step-by-step procedures in using the devices (Figures 5 
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and 8; col. 10, lines 43-49; col. 1 1 , lines 61-64). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate the text feature into the 
system of Melker/Mukai in order to add clarity to the procedure steps, since a video clip 
or image alone may not place enough emphasis on essential aspects of the procedure 
steps 

Regarding claim 42, Ramshaw further discloses providing still images illustrating the 
text description of the operational step (col. 1 1 , lines 54-59). 
Regarding claim 43, Ramshaw teaches that along with the text describing the 
procedural step, a video of the step may also be presented (col. 1 1 , lines 60-61). 

Claims 3 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Melker. 

Melker discloses that the instructional topics include a utility of the medical device item 
(col. 7, lines 1-5), an operation of the medical device item (col. 7, lines 5-7), and 
troubleshooting of the medical device item (col. 7, lines 14-15). Melker does not 
expressly disclose a section covering device maintenance. However, the examiner 
takes Official Notice that it is common and well-known in the art of teaching the use of 
medical devices to teach device maintenance as well as device use. As a simple 
example, when one is taught how to use a pipet, they are notified that they should never 
hold the pipet upside down while there is liquid in the plastic tip, and that they should 
always store the pipet with the tip downwards to prevent damage to the device. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
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incorporate a section for device maintenance (especially as a sub-topic in device 
operation) in order to prevent misuse and shortening of device lifetime through incorrect 
storage. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 38-43 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Banafsheh Hadizonooz whose telephone number is 
571-272-1242. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272- 6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance fronn a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BH 01/18/2007 



